
Special Call: Indigenous Research 
Capacity and Reconciliation – 

Connection Grants 
 

August 9, 2018 



Background and Context 

• 2015, TRC: establish national research program to advance 
understanding of reconciliation (CTA 65) 
 

• 2017, CRCC: co-develop via a national dialogue with 
Indigenous communities, an interdisciplinary Indigenous 
research and research training model that contributes to 
reconciliation with First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples 
 

• 2018, Budget: $3.8 million to develop strategic research 
plan to identify new ways of doing research Indigenous 
communities and to identify strategies to grow their capacity 
to conduct research and partner with the broader research 
community 



Description of the Grants 
• $50,000 over six months (November 2018 – May 2019) 

with possibility of six month extension 
 

• Deadline: September 6, 8:00pm (eastern). Email pdf 
applications to indigenousresearch@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca 

 
• Support community gatherings, workshops, and other 

events and outreach activities to engage and exchange on 
ways of conducting Indigenous research 
 

• Holistic, interdisciplinary, and open to social sciences and 
humanities; natural sciences and engineering; and health 
and wellness topics 
 

• Position paper and National Dialogue event 

mailto:indigenousresearch@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca


Participation 

• Leadership and governance must involve First Nations, Métis, 
or Inuit communities 
 

• SSHRC’s definition of community: places or land-based 
communities; thematic communities; communities of practice 
 

• Participation of Indigenous Elders and Indigenous knowledge 
holders encouraged 



Strategic Themes 

• Supporting Indigenous Talent and Research Careers 
 

• Engaging Indigenous Knowledge 
 

• Mobilizing Knowledge and Partnerships for Reconciliation 
 

• Fostering Mutually Respectful Relationships 
 

• and additional relevant themes 



Roles 
• Applicant: researchers, project directors or equivalent at 

eligible Canadian institutions (Indigenous not-for-profit 
organizations, other not-for-profit organizations, and 
postsecondary institutions) 
 

• Co-applicant: any individual affiliated with Canadian 
postsecondary institutions; not-for-profit organizations; 
philanthropic organizations; think tanks; and municipal, 
territorial, or provincial governments 
 

• Collaborator: any individual who may make a significant 
contribution to the project. They do not need to be affiliated 
with an eligible institution. Individuals from the private 
sector or the federal government can only be collaborators 



Application Process 
Applications must include these sections in this order: 
 

• Summary (half-page) 
• Proposal (four pages) 
• Budget (two pages) 
• List of participants 
• Overview of team’s experience and expertise (four 

pages) 
• Applicant’s signature and representative from 

institution/organization’s signature 
• Signed Consent to Disclosure of Personal information for 

each applicant and co applicant 
 
Applicants and co-applicants may also submit their CVs if they 
wish 



Budget 

The Tri-Agency Financial Administration Guide outlines eligible 
and ineligible expenses 
 
Additionally, SSHRC recognizes the importance of respecting 
the culture and traditions of Indigenous peoples; thus, the 
following expenses are eligible: 

• Tobacco, cloth, feasting and gift-giving ceremonies, cash 
reimbursements 

• Honoraria 
• Contracts and/or consultant fees 
• Salary research allowance 
• Costs for National Dialogue participation 

http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/FinancialAdminGuide-GuideAdminFinancier/index_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/FinancialAdminGuide-GuideAdminFinancier/index_eng.asp
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/FinancialAdminGuide-GuideAdminFinancier/index_eng.asp


Indigenous Not-For-Profit 
Organizations 

Only eligible Canadian institutions can administer grant funds. 
Indigenous not-for-profit organizations should apply for institutional 
eligibility via one of the following two methods: 

 
• Indigenous Institutional Eligibility 

• Can administer more than one grant over next five years 
• Not open to governments nor for-profit corporations 
• Audited financial statements, full-time staff, ethics policy, 

compliance statement 
 

• Restricted Eligibility 
• Can administer just this one grant 
• Lighter administrative burden 

 



Evaluation Criteria 

There are three main evaluation criteria:  
 

• Challenge 
• The what of your project – what is the aim and 

importance of what you would like to do? 
 

• Feasibility 
• The how of your project – have you made the right plans 

to carry out your project? 
 

• Capability 
• The who of your project – does your team have the 

expertise to carry out the project that you’ve proposed? 



Adjudication Committee 

Adjudication committee composition for this Special Call: 
 

• Multidisciplinary 
 

• Indigenous and non-Indigenous members 
 

• Academic and non-Academic sectors 
 

• Geographically diverse 
 

• Experience with and within Indigenous communities 
 
 



Guidelines for the Merit Review of 
Indigenous Research 

These guidelines promote research by and with Indigenous 
peoples. The following key concepts are integral to the merit 
review of Indigenous research: 
 
• Indigenous or traditional knowledge 

 
• Reciprocity 

 
• Community 

 
• Respect, relevance and contributions 



Position Paper 

Successful applicants will be asked to submit a position paper in 
February 2019. Position papers resulting from this special call 
should aim to make a contribution, broadly  understood, to the 
development of a strategic plan for an interdisciplinary Indigenous 
research and research training model.  
 
These papers should: 
• Address the themes of the project 
• Address the themes identified in the funding opportunity 
• Reflect the position of the team, establishing a specific context 

and rationale for the position 
• Provide recommendations for action or policy proposal 
• Be up to 10 pages in length 



Engagement Stream 

14 

Regional 
roundtables and 

workshops 

Online engagement 

National dialogue 
forum 



Frequently Asked Questions 

Can an individual apply for this Special Call and a “regular” 
Connection Grant in the same calendar year? 
 
Yes, an individual can apply for both this Special Call and a “regular” 
Connection grant within 2018. You should ensure, however, that the two 
projects have distinct objectives. 
 



Frequently Asked Questions 
Can my organization apply for Institutional Eligibility? 
 
There are three types of organizations that can administer these grants: 
Canadian post-secondary institutions; Indigenous not-for-profit organizations; 
and other not-for-profit organizations. You can check our website to see if your 
Canadian post-secondary institution already has full eligibility – if not, your 
institution can begin the process. SSHRC recently created a new process for 
Indigenous not-for-profit organizations to gain eligibility status to administer 
the funds for more than one grant at a time. Your institution can apply for this 
status or for restricted eligibility which would allow you to administer just this 
one grant. Restricted eligibility can later be leveraged to apply for the broader 
eligibility status. Other not-for-profit organizations are only eligible to apply for 
restricted eligibility. Whichever route you take, you should begin this process as 
soon as possible in advance of the application deadline by contacting 
institutional.eligibility@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca   

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/list_eligible_institutions-liste_etablissements-admissibles-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/postsecondary_eligibility-admissibilite_postsecondaire-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/indigenous_eligibility-admissibilite_autochtone-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/indigenous_eligibility-admissibilite_autochtone-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/not_for_profit-sans_but_lucratif-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/not_for_profit-sans_but_lucratif-eng.aspx
mailto:institutional.eligibility@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca
mailto:institutional.eligibility@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca
mailto:institutional.eligibility@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca


Frequently Asked Questions 

Do the Indigenous Research Capacity and Reconciliation Grants have 
the same matching funds criteria as the “regular” Connection Grants? 
 
No, there is no requirement for any matching funds under the Indigenous 
Research Capacity and Reconciliation Grants. 
 



Frequently Asked Questions 

How do I know if my project is a good fit for this grant? 
 
This Special Call is intended to fund events and outreach activities so that 
applicants and their teams, partners, and communities can meet to address the 
strategic themes (Supporting Indigenous Talent and Research Careers; Engaging 
Indigenous Knowledge; Mobilize Knowledge and Partnerships for 
Reconciliation; Foster Mutually Respectful Relationships) and contribute to the 
national dialogue and reconciliation. All areas of inquiry are eligible, including 
interdisciplinary, holistic approaches to the social sciences and humanities, 
natural sciences and engineering, and health and wellness. If you have any 
questions about your project, please contact us at indigenousresearch@sshrc-
crsh.gc.ca  
 

mailto:indigenousresearch@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca
mailto:indigenousresearch@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca
mailto:indigenousresearch@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca


Frequently Asked Questions 

Do I need to have Indigenous partners? 
 
Yes, the leadership and governance and proposed project must involve the 
participation of First Nations, Métis or Inuit communities. The level of 
engagement and leadership of Indigenous communities in the design and 
conduct of the project are important features of the evaluation criteria.  
 



Frequently Asked Questions 

I am a student – can I apply for this grant? 
 
No, an applicant for a grant cannot be a student enrolled in a program of study. 
Individuals whose main affiliation is as a student can participate in projects as 
collaborators. If your affiliation is primarily with an Indigenous not-for-profit 
you could be eligible to apply.  
 



Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the timeline for these grants? 
 
Your application should ask for funding for activities that will take place within 
six months of the start of the grant (November 2018 – May 2019). This should 
include provisions for crafting the position paper to be provided to SSHRC in 
February 2019, and for two project members to participate in the national 
dialogue in Ottawa in March 2019. An extension of six months is available to 
continue to use any remaining funds.  
 



Helpful Links 

Special Call: Indigenous Research Capacity and Reconciliation – 
Connection Grants and Application Instructions 
 
Institutional Eligibility 
 
Tri-Agency Financial Administration Guide 
 
SSHRC’s Definition of Indigenous Research 
 
Indigenous Research Statement of Principles 
 
Guidelines for the Merit Review of Indigenous Research 

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/indigenous_research-recherche_autochtone-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/indigenous_research-recherche_autochtone-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/institutional_eligibility-admissibilite_etablissements-eng.aspx
http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/FinancialAdminGuide-GuideAdminFinancier/FundsUse-UtilisationSubventions_eng.asp
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/definitions-eng.aspx#a11
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/indigenous_research-recherche_autochtone-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/merit_review-evaluation_du_merite/guidelines_research-lignes_directrices_recherche-eng.aspx


 
Your questions 

 
Lina Crompton, Program Officer 

Email: indigenousresearch@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca  

Phone: 613-943-1423  

 

mailto:indigenousresearch@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca


www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca 

Thank you! 
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