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Mandate and Programs 

SSHRC’s mandate is to promote and assist research and scholarship 
in the SSH. 

We deliver on our mandate by investing in: 

• Talent 

• Insight 

• Connection 

PDG proposals must meet the objectives of one or both of 
SSHRC’s overarching programs, Insight and/or Connection.  
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Timelines for the PDG competition 
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• The deadline will be November 30th, 2017 at 8pm 
Eastern Standard Time 

• The adjudication meetings will take place in 
February/ March 2018 

• The results will be announced in the spring of 2018 
• Results will be posted to the secure site and can be 

accessed by the research grants officers 



Partnership Development Grants: Key 
Features 

Purpose: To foster research and/or related activities with 
new and/or existing partners. 

Scope & Value: $75,000 to $200,000 over 1 to 3 years  

Cash and in-kind contributions: Applicants and partners 
are expected to demonstrate that a formal partnership 
exists or will be developed, in part through the financial 
and non-financial commitments made by partners.  
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Key Characteristics 
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• This is an individual grant- this means that the 
Project Director holds the grant and not the 
institution they are affiliated with  

• Individuals: the project director, co-applicants or 
collaborators 

• Organizations: partners or supporting 
organizations. A partner is always an organization 
according to SSHRC’s definition 



Key Characteristics 
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Partnership Approaches:  

• Disciplinary and interdisciplinary research 
partnerships 

• Cross-sector co-creation of knowledge and 
understanding 

• Networks for research and/or related activities 

• Partnered knowledge mobilization 

 



Key Characteristics 
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• Multidisciplinary selection committees include expertise from the 
academic community, and from the public, private and non-profit 
sectors. 

• Evaluation criteria include Challenge, Feasibility, and Capability. The 
weighting is attributed across them in the following way: 

• Challenge 50% 

• Feasibility 20% 

• Capability 30% 

• The subcriteria are available on our website 



Key Characteristics 
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Tools for Research and Related Activities:  

• SSHRC defines research and related tools as vehicles 
that broadly facilitate research and related activities. 

• SSH tools enable researchers to collect, organize, 
analyze, visualize, mobilize and store quantitative and 
qualitative data and creative outputs. 

• In PDG, a maximum of $7K can be requested for tools.  

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/policies-politiques/support_tools_soutien_outils-eng.aspx


Key Characteristics 
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• Research-creation proposals are eligible 

• Partnership toolkit designed to assist researchers 
and partners at various stages. 

• Salary Research Allowances are available for 
Canadian not-for-profit organizations with a project 
director or co-applicant on the proposal. This is not 
an actual salary; see SSHRC’s definition.  

 

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/partnerships-partenariats/toolkit-trouse_d-information-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/policies-politiques/g_stipends-s_indemnite-eng.aspx


Key Characteristics 
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• NEW- this year 
• Simplified Partner Invitation process- no more logins 

or passwords for partner organizations 
 



Aboriginal Research 
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In May 2015, SSHRC launched new initiatives to support and promote 
Aboriginal research and talent development.  

• Aboriginal research statement of principles will serve to guide the 
implementation of SSHRC’s current and future activities. 

• A revised definition of Aboriginal research  clarifies research “by and 
with” Aboriginal Peoples and emphasizes and values the existing 
strengths, assets  and knowledge systems of Aboriginal Peoples 
and communities. 

• Guidelines for the Merit Review of Aboriginal Research are intended 
to assist committee members in interpreting SSHRC’s specific 
Challenge, Feasibility and Capability evaluation criteria in the 
context of Aboriginal research.  

 

 

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/policies-politiques/statements-enonces/aboriginal_research-recherche_autochtone-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/definitions-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/merit_review-evaluation_du_merite/guidelines_research-lignes_directrices_recherche-eng.aspx


Special Initiatives 
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Imagining Canada’s Future: Six Future Challenge Areas 

1. New ways of learning for an evolving society and labour 
market;  

2. Effects of the quest for energy and natural resources; 

3. Experiences and aspirations of Aboriginal peoples in Canada; 

4. Leveraging emerging technologies; 

5. Implications of global peak population; and  

6. Knowledge for an interconnected, evolving global landscape. 



Joint Initiatives 
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Societal Implications of Genomics Research 

• Joint agreement between SSHRC and Genome Canada 
(GC) to promote social sciences and humanities 
research and related activities aimed at expanding 
understanding of the potential for new and emerging 
genomic innovations to profoundly affect society  

• Offered within several of SSHRC’s funding opportunities 

• Applications will be assessed against all other proposals 
received under a given SSHRC funding opportunity; GC 
will do a review of relevant proposals recommended for 
funding 

http://www.genomecanada.ca/en/portfolio/research/genome-canada-and-sshrc-joint-initiative.aspx


Joint Initiatives 
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• Belmont Forum: SSHRC has agreed to participate on 
the Belmont Forum, a consortium of funding agencies in 
Europe, focused on research partnerships in the field of 
climate change; while SSHRC offers no dedicated funds 
to this Forum, applicants may identify the Belmont 
Forum on their applications and, if successful, SSHRC 
will inform them on how to link up with one of these 
research teams. 

• Please see the link for more information: 
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/partnerships-
partenariats/belmont-eng.aspx 
 

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/partnerships-partenariats/belmont-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/partnerships-partenariats/belmont-eng.aspx


Joint Initiatives 
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• MITACS- as part of the MITACS Accelerate 
program, successful applicants may offer 
internships with PDGs; more information will be 
provided upon grant award receipt 

• There should be a MITACS contact person at your 
institution if you have more questions 

• Please see the website: 
https://www.mitacs.ca/en/newsroom/news-
release/mitacs-and-sshrc-form-unique-partnership 
 

https://www.mitacs.ca/en/newsroom/news-release/mitacs-and-sshrc-form-unique-partnership
https://www.mitacs.ca/en/newsroom/news-release/mitacs-and-sshrc-form-unique-partnership


Tips to know before you apply: 
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• Institutional eligibility: if you are not a Canadian post-
secondary institution used to applying to SSHRC, but 
would like to lead a Partnership Development Grant, you 
will have to apply for IE prior to your application; please 
contact our Corporate group. You will need to give 
SSHRC at least 5 business days notice. 

• Partner eligibility: your partner organization does not 
need to hold IE with SSHRC 

• Participants: please see SSHRC’s definitions of co-
applicants and collaborators 



Tips to know before you apply: 
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• CVs: PDG requires the SSHRC CV, so be sure that 
everyone’s CV, including your own, is up to date 

• Partners: Partners are required to validate their 
participation on the application, by providing a letter 
of support to be uploaded to the site and by 
accepting the invitation online to partner on the 
application 

• Deadlines: while the deadline date is November 
30th, some research grants offices have earlier 
internal deadlines, so please speak to them ASAP 

 



Tips to know before you apply: 
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• Budgets: committees evaluate the budget as part of 
its Evaluation Criteria; a failing budget can result in 
a failed grant application! 

• SSHRC provides a table to be filled in with proper 
amounts as well as 2 blank pages where these 
costs can be laid out and properly justified 

• SSHRC uses the Tri-Agency Financial 
Administration Guide (TAFAG) 

• Student support is an important part of our mandate 
and must be included in some form on the budget 
 



Tips to know before you apply: 
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• Print off a copy of the instructions before starting your 
application 

• Contact us for questions well in advance 
• Plan meetings with partners prior to the application 

process and include your research office if possible 
• Set early deadlines 
• Ensure that subject matter eligibility is aligned with 

SSHRC’s mandate 
• Print the evaluation criteria as a guideline when 

preparing your application 
• Complete any outstanding Achievement Reports 



Frequently Asked Questions 
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• When should the host institution be invited as a 
partner?  

• What has to be submitted as evidence of the formal 
partnership? 

• Is an intra-university partnership eligible on its own? 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
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• Is the time that a participant plans to dedicate to the 
project an eligible in-kind contribution? 

• Can SSHRC funds be requested for internationally-
based participants, students and/or other personnel? 

• Are applicants required to use Times New Roman 12pt 
font in the charts, tables and/or diagrams that are 
included within their application? 

• Can a participant receive a salary from the grant? 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
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• Can SSHRC funds be requested for the costs of a 
project coordinator and/or manager? 

• If I applied for an Insight Grant, Insight Development 
Grant, or a Connection Grant, can I apply for a 
PDG?  

 

 

 



What kind of feedback can I expect 
at the end of the adjudication 
process? 
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 Partnership Development Grants 

Scores Yes 
Descriptors Yes, if discussed. 
Additional 
comments Yes, if applicable. 

Sextile category Yes. 
Ranking Yes, if application falls in top four sextiles.  

External reports No. 



Helpful Links 
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• Guidelines for effective research training: http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-
financement/policies-politiques/effective_research_training-
formation_en_recherche_efficace-eng.aspx 
 

• Tools: http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/policies-
politiques/support_tools_soutien_outils-eng.aspx 
 

• KMB: http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/policies-
politiques/knowledge_mobilisation-mobilisation_des_connaissances-eng.aspx 

 
• Aboriginal Merit: http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/merit_review-

evaluation_du_merite/guidelines_research-lignes_directrices_recherche-eng.aspx 
 

• Cash and or in-kind contributions: http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-
financement/policies-politiques/cash_inkind-especes_en_nature-eng.aspx 
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Any Other Questions? 

Program Support: partnershipdevelopmentgrants@sshrc-
crsh.gc.ca  

Telephone:  613-943-1007 

Technical Support: webgrant@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca  

Telephone: 613-995-4273 
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www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca 

Thank you! 
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